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PAC Member Roster 
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Keith Argenbright, MD (Vice Chair) UT Southwestern, Moncrief Cancer Institute

Abbey Berenson, MD PhD UTMB, Galveston

Roxana Cruz, MD Texas Association of Community Health Centers, Inc.

Ashley Dedmon, MPH, CHES Living Beyond Breast Cancer

Dorothy Gibbons The Rose

Amanda Hall, MD Texas Department of State Health Services

Ernest Hawk, MD, MPH UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

David Lakey, MD UT System

Rakhshanda Rahman, MD Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center

Kenneth Ramos, MD, PhD Texas A & M University

Navkiran Shokar, MD MPH (Chair) Dell Medical School, UT Austin

Suncerria Tillis, MBA Exact Sciences

Laura Wood, CHES American Cancer Society



Active Projects by Cancer Type
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Active Projects by Focus Area
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Active Projects by Type of Prevention
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Prevention Services Trends and 2024 Activity 
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87 total Grantees 

Total services 2020-2024:

 792, 854 

Education

Training:

396,751

Navigation:

 

242,285



•

7

•

•

•

•

•



Screening Outcomes as of August 2024

• Providing Life Extending Results

8

1,887,103 Screenings
206,456 Diagnostics 

422,501
People never before 
screened 

40,907
Precursors detected 

5,573
Cancers detected



Major Accomplishments

• Expanded Prevention Advisory Committee membership to include industry 
representatives

• CPRIT Innovations Conference 

• Colorectal Cancer Treatment Initiative 

• First focused statewide cancer prevention effort – Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Coordinating Center
• Create a plan to scale efforts across the state leveraging existing infrastructure, 

convene stakeholders, share resources and expertise, education, navigation, highlight 
barriers and creatively build solutions.
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Cancer Trends

1. Rising earlier age onset cancers

2. Rising obesity-related cancers

3. Disparities in cancer outcomes remain

4. Blood based cancer detection

1. PAC is committed to safe and effective cancer detection and screening

2. Supportive of thoroughly and rigorously testing new methods before 

they are deployed in practice 

3.  Need for wider understanding about the state of science around blood 

borne  early detection tests for cancer 
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PAC RecommendationsPAC Recommendations
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• Integrate and coordinate with the Texas Cancer Plan recommendations

• Identify the next cancer focus area for a statewide screening RFA 

• Scale ongoing efforts, promote collaboration, sharing of resources, experiences and best 
practices.

• Facilitate the development of a comprehensive statewide cancer prevention, early detection, 
and access to care strategy 

• Accelerate Research and Capacity in Prevention and Control Research

• Encourage strategies to support CPRIT funded program development in a diverse array of 
organizations 

• Broader engagement with different stakeholder types



Questions ?
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Navkiran K Shokar, MA, MD, MPH

 Chair, CPRIT Prevention Advisory Committee

Professor and Chair
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Lead, Cancer Prevention and Control

Dell Medical School, University of Texas at Austin
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