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Oversight Committee Meeting Agenda 

Texas State Capitol Extension 
1400 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701 

Room E2.012 

September 14, 2016 
10:00 a.m.

The Oversight Committee may discuss or take action regarding any item on this agenda, and as authorized 

by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Section 551.001 et seq., may meet in closed 

session concerning any purpose permitted by the Act.  Anyone wishing to offer public comments must 

notify the Chief Executive Officer in writing prior to the start of the meeting.  The Committee may limit 

the time a member of the public may speak. 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call/Excused Absences

3. Public Comment

4. Grantee Presentation TAB 1 

5. Chief Executive Officer Report TAB 2 

6. Chief Scientific Officer Report and Grant Award Recommendations TAB 3 

7. FY 2017 Program Priorities

8. Internal Audit Program Report and FY 2016 Internal Audit Reports TAB 4 

 Internal Audit Report over Revenue

 Internal Audit Report over Cash Management

 Internal Audit Report over Information Security

 FY 2017 Internal Audit Plan

9. Contract Approvals TAB 5 

 Internal Audit Services Contract

 2017 CPRIT Conference Venue Contract

10. Subcommittee Business

11. Compliance Investigation Pursuant to Health & Safety Code § 102.2631

12. Consultation with General Counsel

13. Future Meeting Dates and Agenda Items

14. Adjourn





  

 
 
 
 

Summary Overview of the September 14, 2016, Oversight Committee Meeting 
 
This summary provides an overview of major agenda items and background on key issues for 
Committee consideration at the September 14, 2016, Oversight Committee meeting.    
 
CEO Report 
Wayne Roberts will present the CEO’s report and address issues including personnel, the 
American Cancer Society’s August 30 Cancer Action Network Event, a report on grant award 
funds available for FY 2017, and other CPRIT outreach events.   
 
Chief Scientific Officer Report and Grant Award Recommendations 
Dr. James Willson will provide an update on the Academic Research Program and present the 
Program Integration Committee’s award recommendations for Core Facilities-Competitive 
Renewals and Recruitment grants.   
 
Information related to the Academic Research grant applications recommended for funding will 
not be publicly disclosed until the Oversight Committee meeting.  The information is available to 
board members through a secure electronic portal. 
 
Internal Auditor Report 
Weaver and Tidwell, CPRIT’s internal auditor, will provide a status report on CPRIT’s 
outsourced internal audit services and present three internal audit reports addressing revenue, 
cash management, and information security.  Weaver will also present the updated FY 2017 
internal audit plan. 
 
Pursuant to Tex. Govt. Code § 552.139, the internal audit report over information security 
contains confidential information and is protected from public disclosure.  It may not be shared, 
released, or otherwise disclosed outside of the governing board.  Any discussion related to the 
internal audit report over information security will take place in closed session. 
 
Contract Approvals 
Heidi McConnell and Becky Garcia will present a recommendation for the approval of the FY 
2017 internal audit service contract and the 2017 CPRIT conference venue contract. 
 
 
 
 





https://www.bme.utexas.edu/about-us/faculty-directory/yankeelov 

Thomas Yankeelov 

Professor 

W.A. "Tex" Moncrief, Jr., Simulation-Based Engineering and Sciences Professorship II – Computational Oncology 

Research Areas: 

Biomedical Imaging and Instrumentation 

Computational Biomedical Engineering 

Research Focus 

Computational biology, advanced in vivo imaging, mathematical modeling. 

Research Interests 

The overall goal of Dr. Thomas Yankeelov's clinical research is to improve patient care by employing advanced 

imaging methods for the early identification, assessment, and prediction of tumors' response to therapy. He develops 

tumor forecasting methods by integrating advanced imaging technologies with patient-specific data and builds 

predictive, multi-scale biophysical models of tumor growth with the purpose of optimizing therapies for the individual 

cancer patient. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

FROM: WAYNE R. ROBERTS, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SUBJECT: AGENDA ITEM 6, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

As of this writing the Chief Executive Officer Report for the September 14, 2016, Special 
Oversight Committee Meeting will consist of the following items: 

• Personnel
• American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network Event, Dallas, August 30, 2016
• Report on “FY 2017 Grant Award Funds Available” (see attachment)
• Tribfest Panel: “A Cure for Cancer”, Saturday, September 24, 2016, 8:30am
• College Station, Texas A&M University System Component Meetings, October 2016

Other topics may be added as warranted. 

***** 

CPRIT has awarded 1,056 grants totaling $1.626 billion 

• 172 prevention awards totaling $169.1 million
• 884 academic research and product development research awards totaling

$1.457 billion

Of the $1.457 billion in academic research and product development awards, 

• 30.0% of the funding ($437.5 million) supports clinical research projects
• 27.6% of the funding ($402.1 million) supports translational research projects
• 24.1% of funding ($351.0 million) supports recruitment awards
• 15.2% of the funding ($221.5 million) supports discovery stage research

projects
• 3.1% of funding ($44.4 million) supports training programs.

CPRIT has 5 open Requests for Applications (RFAs) 
• 3 Research Recruitment
• 2 Academic Research
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FY 2017 GRANT AWARD FUNDS AVAILABLE
General Obligation Bond Proceeds

CPRIT 09.07.16

Prevention Prevention 
Percentage Based on 

Available Award 
Appropriations

Operating 
Budget

Total 
Appropriations

Available Appropriated Funds 28,319,312$         254,879,810$        16,800,878$          300,000,000$         
Unexpended Bond Proceeds Carry Forward -$  -$                         
Unexpended Balance Carry Forward -$  

Approved Adjustment to Operating Costs -$  -$  
Appropriations Transfer to DSHS (2,969,554)$           2,969,554$            
Adjusted Appropriations 28,319,312$         251,910,256$        19,770,432$          300,000,000$         
Total Available for All Grants 280,229,568$                
Calculated 10% for Prevention Grants of Total Available Grant Funding 28,022,957$                  
Adjustment for 10% Prevention Grants Limit (296,355) 296,355$                
Adjustment to Address Avg Prevention 
Historical Limit (1,851,835) 1,851,835$            
Revised Adjusted Appropriations 26,171,122 254,058,446$        19,770,432$          300,000,000$         

 Prevention 
Grants 

 Academic 
Research Grants 

 PD Research 
Grants 

Total Available for Grant Awards (Total GO 
Bond Proceeds Less Operating Budget) 26,171,122$         190,543,834$        63,514,612$          280,229,568$         

Announced Grant Awards
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  

Announced Grant Award Subtotal -$  -$  -$  -$  -$  

Grant Award Adjustments
Pending Grants-PIC Recommendations

AR Core Facilities Awards 16,062,539$       
AR Recruitment Awards 34,000,000$          

Pending Award Subtotal -$  50,062,539$       50,062,539$       

Total Potential Grant Funding Committed -$  50,062,539$       50,062,539$       

Available Funds as of Sept. 7, 2016 26,171,122$      140,481,295$     63,514,612$       230,167,029$     

Operating Budget Detail
Indirect Administration 3,030,652$            
Grant Review & Award Operations 13,770,226$          

Subtotal, CPRIT Operating Costs 16,800,878$          
Cancer Registry Operating Cost Transfer 2,969,554$            

Total, Operating Costs 19,770,432

Academic / PD Research
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Academic Research Award Summary 

 September 6, 2016   Page 1 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

FROM: JIM WILLSON, MD, CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER 

SUBJECT: ACADEMIC RESEARCH FY 2017 REVIEW CYCLE 1 AND 

RECRUITMENT AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS FY16.10, 16.11, 16.12. 

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

3-1

The grant award recommendations are available on the Oversight Committee Portal. This 
information will be available for the public at the meeting on September 14, 2016.
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This report will be available under separate cover at the meeting. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

FROM: HEIDI MCCONNELL, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF FY 2017 INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICE CONTRACT 

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Oversight Committee approve a contract renewal for FY 2017 internal 
audit services with Weaver and Tidwell for an amount not to exceed $236,250. The proposed FY 
2017 audit plan includes audits over procurement and P-cards, pre-award grant management, 
training, and internal agency compliance as well as follow-up procedure audits over information 
security, commodity and service contracts, revenue, and cash management. 

Background 
CPRIT awarded the initial contract to Weaver and Tidwell in FY 2016 following the completion 
of the competitive Request for Proposal procurement that year. CPRIT would exercise the first 
renewal option for services in FY 2017. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: CPRIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
FROM: REBECCA GARCIA, PHD, CHIEF PREVENTION AND 

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 
SUBJECT: 2017 CONFERENCE VENUE CONTRACT 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 

Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Oversight Committee approve a contract for an estimated $230,000 
with the Austin Renaissance Hotel as the 2017 CPRIT Conference venue.  

The largest expense is for food and beverages followed by audiovisual costs.   
• $170,000 in estimated food and beverage costs. Pricing for food has continued to rise in

hotels and final costs will be based on the number of attendees and the menus selected. 
Food costs must be offset by conference registration fees. 

• $60,000 in estimated audiovisual (AV) costs.  AV costs will be finalized as the schedule
and needs of the program are determined. 

As is customary with hotel contracts, CPRIT is expected to guarantee a certain amount of overall 
expenditures and/or room occupancy in order to achieve cost savings in other areas.  The 
guarantees are based on experience and careful projection; however, in the unlikely event that 
conference attendance is far less than projected, CPRIT will be responsible for additional costs. 

Background: 
CPRIT’s annual conference is designed to provide educational and networking opportunities for 
grantees, highlight the accomplishments of CPRIT grantees, and communicate to the public how 
CPRIT uses its state appropriations. CPRIT has held four conferences in the past, during the fall 
of 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2015.  The largest conference expenses are the venue costs. Once we 
have the conference venue contract finalized, I can finalize an overall conference budget that I 
will present to the Oversight Committee in November. 

Venue Search 
CPRIT issued a competitive Request for Proposal (RFP) for a conference venue on August 1, 
2016, notifying hotels and convention and visitors bureaus in Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth, 
Houston and San Antonio about the bidding opportunity in addition to posting it on the 
Electronic State Business Daily. Based on responses received, returning to the Austin 
Renaissance, the site of the last two conferences, is CPRIT’s best option.   

Conference Audience 
Each conference has attracted about 850 people.  The primary audience for the conference has 
been CPRIT grantees with about two-thirds being researchers and one-third being public health 
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2017 Conference 

professionals.   CPRIT grantees are encouraged to attend and, in general, may use grant funds to 
register up to two people involved in a funded project. CPRIT’s training grants are an exception 
to this rule because institutions with a training grant may use grant funds to pay for all of their 
participating trainees who attend the conference. 

Conference Program Structure  
The proposed conference dates are November 13-15, 2017.  I anticipate the program to be 
similar to 2015 and include keynote speakers in plenary sessions, poster presentations as well as 
in concurrent breakout sessions for each program-- Prevention, Academic Research and Product 
Development Research.   However, program planning has not begun so the RFP requested space 
over 3 days to give us maximum flexibility in designing the program.   
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